
Preventing Summer Slide with the 

Summer Food Service Program (SFSP)  
 

 

 

 

What pairs well with summer reading?   

Answer: Summer eating! 

Thousands of Montana children are at risk of experiencing summer slide without access to healthy meals, social 
engagement, learning, and supervision in a safe environment.  USDA’s Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) 
provides free meals to children in communities around Montana during the summer months.  However, this is 
only one of the pieces that helps prevent summer slide. 

How Can Your Library Help? 

Become an SFSP site, become an SFSP sponsor, partner with existing sites, publicize existing programs and/or 
connect your young patrons to the SFSP.  Here’s how:   

83% of Montana Public Libraries are Eligible to Serve as a SFSP Site!  

We want you to become a SFSP Site.  Out of 111 public library locations in Montana, only one serves as a SFSP site.  

Library meeting rooms, common areas, and outdoor areas on library grounds make great summer meal sites. Incorporating 
your summer reading program or other fun, literacy-based activities to a summer feeding site makes for a winning 
combination to prevent summer slide.   

 The first step to becoming a SFSP site - finding an existing SFSP sponsor  in your area and check to see if they 
would like to add a SFSP site at your library.    

No SFSP Sponsor in Your Area?  No Problem.  Become an SFSP Sponsor!  

Sponsors of the SFSP handle the financial, administrative and food service responsibilities of SFSP sites.  If kitchen space is 
an issue, keep in mind that meals may be vended from another organization (schools, food banks, etc). Sponsors are 
reimbursed at a set rate for meals served to eligible children.   

 Complete and return the Potential Sponsor Survey to get started. Montana School Nutrition Programs will 
contact you with further information. 

o For more information on becoming a sponsor, contact Montana School Nutrition Programs at 406-
461-9917 or email Emily Dunklee at edunklee@mt.gov. 
 

 Check out the Montana Food Bank Network’s Guide to Starting a Summer Food Site for more information.  

http://www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/summer-food-service-program-sfsp
http://www.missoulapubliclibrary.org/
https://library.ohio.gov/services-for-libraries/library-programs-development/youth-services/ohio-summer-reading-program/
http://www.fns.usda.gov/summerfoodrocks
http://www.opi.mt.gov/pdf/SchoolFood/Summer/NewSFSP_SponsorPreEligibility.pdf
mailto:edunklee@mt.gov
http://mfbn.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Guide-to-starting-a-Summer-Food-Site_Updated-Jan-2016-online.pdf


 
 

 

More Ways to Help 

Partner with Existing Sites in Your Community  

Libraries are a wonderful community resource.  Libraries can help by providing outreach, programming, bookmobile 
or lobby stop-style service, book giveaways, story-time or other support to existing sites in your community. 

 Use this map from the USDA to search for existing sites. Contact a local site or sponsor to see how you 
can help! 

 If no sites exist in your community, consider becoming a site yourself! See above for details.  

Publicize Local SFSP Sites 

Tools for Advertising Montana SFSP Sites  

1. Your library will receive outreach posters from the Montana Food Bank Network in May. Contact 
Lorianne at lburhop@mfbn.org or call 406-215-1773 for more information.    
 

2. Text lunch to 877-877. 
 

3. Visit the SFSP Map.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In accordance with Federal Civil Rights :aw and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its agencies, offices, 
and employees and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, 
sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA. 
 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign 
Language, etc.) should contact the state or local agency where they applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing, or have speech 
disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at 800-877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in 
languages other than English. 
 
To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at 
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the 
information requested in the form.  
To request a copy of the complaint form, call 566-632-9992.  
Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: 
(1) Mail: 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; 

(2) Fax: 202-690-7442; or 
(3) Email: program.intake@usda.gov  

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

http://opi.mt.gov/Programs/SchoolPrograms/School_Nutrition/Summer.html
http://www.fns.usda.gov/summerfoodrocks
http://www.opi.mt.gov/pdf/SchoolFood/Summer/16SFSP_OutreachFlyer.pdf
mailto:lburhop@mfbn.org
http://www.fns.usda.gov/summerfoodrocks
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov

